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REDWOOD CIRCLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

We welcome your feedback, suggestions and queries  
for articles in future issues!
Photographs and artwork are also welcome. All submissions are 
subject to editorial discretion and revision as the editors work to 
maintain a balanced and thoughtful presentation of topics in each 
issue.

Each issue also has a theme and focus. For our next issue in  
September, our theme and focus will be MUSIC.
Send your submissions to zine@uufrc.org
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Happy Summer, UUFRC members and friends! We 
hope all of you are finding time to enjoy and explore 
now that pandemic restrictions have eased. Indeed, 
the theme of this Redwood Circle issue 
is “explorations,” by which we mean both in-
ner and outer journeys.  As usual, our zine includes 
spiritual reflection. For spiritual exploration, read 
Debra Pritchard’s “Myopia,” which reflects on her 
experience of returning to the United States af-
ter living several years in the Philippines.  We also 
have members reporting on adventures both close 
to home and further afield in “Explorations Near 
and Far.”  Find out more about our denominational 
connections by reading the report from members 

who attended this June’s General Assembly.  And read 
about youth and adults’ explorations with creativity 
and UU learning journey courses, respectively, in ad-
ditional articles.  Finally, our Back Page invites you to 
explore our own neighborhood further with a visit to 
the Magical Bridge Playground.

We welcome your comments and suggestions as al-
ways.  Next issue Guest Editor John Anning will invite 
us all to explore MUSIC through a variety of articles 
and links to performances. 

Warmly, The Zine Team Editors: Jeanne DeShazo, Beth 
Harrison, Susie Idzik, Sally Mentzer, JoAn Vaughan
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Richard Mul ler

I was born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
PA. and came to California in 
1957.  I graduated from San Jose 
State U. with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering. I’ve had some interesting 
jobs along the way. To name just a 
few: Deckhand on the Ore Boats 

traveling the Great Lakes, Paratrooper in the 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fireman in Belmont,  Pizza Cook 
at Hambones in San Mateo, bellhop at the St. Clair 
Hotel in San Jose.  Finally, after receiving my degree I 
became a Satellite Guidance and Control Engineer at 
Lockheed Missiles and Space.

I’ve been married for 40 years to Pat, who is my 
second wife. Pat was a dental hygienist for 23 years 
and then she got into the clothing industry as a rep 
for Austrian type clothing. She retired a few years ago.

I have a happily married daughter, who lives in Grass 
Valley, and two granddaughters. One is out of college 
and the other is currently attending college in San 
Diego. I have an unmarried son who lives in South 
San Francisco. My son loves to go camping, and I have 
gone with him often.

Pat and I used to do ballroom dancing, and then about 
15 years ago we saw this class being offered at Skyline 
College by Ken Delmar, “Argentine Tango: the Dance 
of Love”.  So once we started that, for me, there was 
no turning back and we quit ballroom all together. 
Knee issues have made it difficult to continue dancing 
with my wife. I’ll be 87 in October, my wife will be 80 
in September. 

I came from a wonderful church with wonderful 
people; they do a lot of service in the community just 
like UUFRC. But everything was based on the Bible 
and Jesus Christ, and I felt like a big hypocrite because 
I didn’t believe.  The truth is I was a hypocrite and I 

NEW MEMBER PROFILES

 

always thought to myself that nobody really believes 
this stuff. I came to UUFRC because I didn’t want to 
pretend anymore.

Esther Ammon

I am  the eldest of three, born 
and raised in the Bay Area in a 
conservative Christian, middle class 
household. My dad was a youth 
pastor in their Presbyterian church.  
I was fortunate to have parents who 
encouraged personal and spiritual 
exploration. I spent ages 20-40 in 
NY/NJ, pursuing the theater arts and working in the 
New York City public school system as a teaching 
artist. My “claim to fame” was touring North America 
with Frankie Avalon in the stage musical “Grease!” 

But it was my passion for working with kids that 
eventually prompted me to return to school with 
a focus in social work and a plan to be a school 
counselor. My first social work internship was at 
Bellevue Hospital, working with the chronically ill. 
I quickly developed a passion for palliative and end 
of life care, which is where my career has remained. 
Three years ago, at the end of my father’s illness, I 
returned to the west coast, interested in building a 
community of like-minded, open-hearted humans. 
Turned off by organized religion, but with a strong 
spiritual pull, I followed my youngest brother’s 
suggestion that I look into Unitarian Universalism. I 
have never felt more welcomed and accepted! 

I enjoy travelling to New Mexico to see my biological 
family and to NY/NJ to see some of my chosen family. 
I love singing in the UUFRC choir, going to yoga, 
cuddling with my cats and generally doing anything 
that will make me laugh. I am very grateful for this 
fellowship and its community.

 

Richard Mueller

Esther Ammon
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Sara Morgan: 
A Tr ip  to  Minnesota to  v i s i t 
C indy Johnson and her  husband 
A l len Perr y

I flew to Minnesota for the first 
time and visited Cindy and Allen in 
their farmhouse outside of Stillwater, 
Minnesota near the St. Croix River.  
It was May, beautiful and green. I saw 

so many kinds of birds at their bird feeders!  We went 
to sculpture gardens, antique stores, Swedish cultural 
sites, and had some great beer with Solveig and David 
Zarubin in Minneapolis.  Cindy and Allen seem very 
much at home and are busy gardening a lot of the 
time. With more people getting vaccinated, they are 
able to get more involved with their community.  I’m 
looking forward to visiting again in the fall!
 
Carolyn Chaney: 
A So lo  Tr ip  to  Ice land!

Greetings from the Ring Road in 
Iceland. I’m traveling solo, checking 
volcanic lava flows, waterfalls 
(fosses), puffins, and doing tons of 
hiking. My most exciting (freezing) 
adventure has been snorkeling in 
the Silfra, the crack between two 
tectonic plates. Brrr! Plenty of hot 
springs too.
 

Marianna Raymond: 
Break ing Free to  San Lu i s  Ob ispo

A few weeks ago, I enjoyed an extended weekend 
with my friends Cathy and Tim, formerly of San 
Carlos, and now retired in San Luis Obispo. Preparing 
to go, I hosed off the fine, yellow layer of dust and 
pollen that had settled on my seldom-used Civic. 

EXPLORATIONS NEAR AND FAR
Some UUFRC fo lks  share the i r  recent  exp lo rat ions By Beth Har r i son

It was not lost on me that, in over a year, I had not 
gone farther than the Santa Clara Convention Center 
for my vaccinations! Speeding down largely traffic-
free 101, sometimes 
inadvertently reaching 
80 mpg, was exhilarating, 
and my visit was truly 
soul-satisfying. We took 
leisurely beach walks, in 
awe of the magnificent 
rock formations carved 
out by eons of geological activity. We browsed for 
treasures in used book and record stores. We played 
our guitars and sang our old favorites for hours 
on end. I prevailed upon Cathy to invite some new 
jamming friends she refers to as “the guys” for a 
Saturday night music party. Adding a mandolin, fiddle, 
and keyboard to our playing was sheer musical 
bliss. And don’t get me started on the over-the-top 
food Cathy laid out for “the guys” and their wives. 
Needless to say, after the long pandemic sheltering, 
my getaway was deeply appreciated!

DeeDee and Jack Stovel : 
Rev i s i t ing  Hi l ton Head I s land

This flat island in the low country of South Carolina 
has a rich history of plantations run by slaves because 
the white owners didn’t want to live on the malaria 
infested island.  They preferred to let slaves with their 
knowledge of rice growing run things, which they did,  
creating a unique Gullah language and culture that 

persists to this day.  For 
the past 15 years 6 friends 
from our high school days 
have met on this island to 
watch birds and gators, to 
explore the Gullah culture, 

Cindy &  Allen’s House in 
Minnesota 

Iceland Landscape

Resident of Hilton Head!

Marianna in San Luis Obispo
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EXPLORATIONS NEAR AND FAR (continued)
Some UUFRC fo lks  share the i r  recent  exp lo rat ions By Beth Har r i son

the land and sea, and to enjoy the abundant shrimp 
that is a seasonal part of the low country diet.  After 
skipping last year, it was with great joy and anticipation 
that we re-united in this magical place.  It is not just 
that some of our friendships have lasted for 70 years.  
It is the dunes, the ocean, the seagrass, and the shrimp.  
It is being together after two years of separation, of 
feeling safe with each other, of hugging and catching up 
with each other, and feeling very lucky that we can do 
this and that we have friends we have known for most 
of our lives.   

Solveig and Dave Zarubin: 
Journey to  Minneapo l i s

Dave and I have been on a journey since last August 
2020 that has ended in a way - on June 11 we bought 
our first house here in Minneapolis.

We left our beloved Bay Area with 2 cats in a 
Chevy Malibu and drove 1900 miles! We rented an 
apartment near Loring Park and then this spring 
unexpectedly found a 3 bedroom 2 bath house 

relatively quickly in this 
sellers’ market. Neither 
of us have really lived in a 
single-family house since 
our childhoods, so this 
is a new adventure! We 
miss you! Please visit! We 
are also planning regular 

visits back to the Bay Area.

 

Bonnie Mil ler : 
My Fabu lous Summer Vacat ion

I had a fabulous summer vacation RV camping with 
friends in the redwoods with 
day trips to Santa Cruz.  RV 
camping was out of my comfort 
zone but that’s how they travel 
(with cat and dog) and I wanted 
an adventure with them after 
the long lockdown. I rented a 
small camper van with all the 
conveniences. As a seasoned 
traveler I had lists and updated 
my safety net and first aid and 
go bag backpacks.

The adventure was fabulous.  
We had our own private corner 
in a redwood dell. My friends 
took care of me- RV logistics,  cooking gourmet 
dinners, making evening campfires, and day trip 
driving.  We lounged under the tree canopy reading, 
staring into the green, sharing stories.  We took 
leisurely walks and swam in the pool.  We wandered 
beaches, harbors, cliff tops above surf breaks, 
botanical gardens, marine research lab grounds, 
and downtown shops.  We learned new things and 
laughed a lot. We had random kind conversations 
with strangers, learning about the many ways people 
bravely move forward to live and plan and enjoy 
their lives as best they can.

 

Solveig and David in front of their new house

Sea Bright Beach

Photo by Mark Timberlake on Unsplash
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LIFELONG EXPLORING THROUGH UU ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

By Sus ie  Idz ik

When I think of “exploration” I sometimes think of 
travel and adventure. Traveling to unfamiliar places (or 
even familiar places) gives us new perspectives. Lessons 
learned through this type of exploration often affect us 
in significant ways. We might find ourselves more flexible, 
open to different perspectives, and courageous. We might 
find a new passion, interest, or way of being in the world.

My most significant explorations have been the 
adventures in my intellectual and spiritual life.  Exploring 
our spiritual and intellectual selves gives us different 
ways of seeing the world and ourselves. I have found 
that my explorations through classes, study, and the 
arts have consistently led to a broader perspective and 
understanding of myself and those who I meet along my 
journey. Some of this exploration has been the result of 
my motivation to dive deeply 
into subject areas and follow 
threads of knowledge about 
which I am curious. Some of 
my explorations have come 
through my engagement in 
UU  adult Religious Education 
offerings over the last twenty-
plus years. 

Exploring is an essential 
part of our UU 4th principle 
– A Free and Responsible 
Search for Truth and Meaning. 
UUs are called to continually explore, connect, and 
pursue our understanding of truth and meaning. One of 
the reasons I am a UU is because of this charge.  I relish 
the encouragement that my community gives me to 
continue on my adventure. 

In UU congregations throughout the country, there 
are uncountable offerings that help participants to 
explore. I have found rich and diverse areas to explore 
through congregational offerings. Sometimes, this 
exploration has been self-growth-oriented – classes 
on family life and parenting, classes on the way people 
work, such as learning about the Enneagram and other 
modalities, and classes on marriage and relationships. 

Other times, it has been about spiritual exploration 
such as “Cakes for the Queens of Heaven” or “Spirit 
of Life”  or “Evensong” and other UU curricula which 
helped me  explore what I believe. And sometimes it 
is about exploring how to expand my understanding 
of how to welcome and embrace all by exploring 
my own inherent biases with programs such as 
“Beloved Conversations” and “Transgender Inclusion 
in Congregations” (an excellent curriculum which 
will be offered at UUFRC in the Fall of 2021.) For 
example, “Transgender Inclusion in Congregations” 
explored the idea of a radical welcoming of others 
where we meet and welcome people with curiosity 
and respect. The course taught me how imperative 
it is to be present when engaging with others, to put 

aside all assumptions, and to 
be aware of the complexities 
we all carry. Being fully 
present and welcoming is 
a discipline that requires 
continuous practice. 

My participation in adult 
Religious Education over 
the years has consistently 
deepened my experience. 
I have gained a significant 
understanding of how I 
navigate the world, how to 

have an open heart and deep curiosity for others, 
how to make sense of events and circumstances of 
our times, how to work for social and climate justice 
for all, and how to understand how we got to where 
we are. By exploring my intellectual and spiritual life 
in a community of other seekers, I have had a rich and 
engaging journey that I look forward to continuing 
with all of you. We all engage in this spiritual and 
intellectual learning journey through worship, 
gathering, and classes.

How do you expand your understanding of the world? 
Where do you go to explore and search?  
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YOUTH EXPLORATIONS: SEARCHING AND DISCOVERING

By Jeanne De Shazo

We develop our lifelong love of exploration as babies 
with our impetus to grab, build, and understand the 
sensations and physical world around us.  The drive 
to explore spreads into our lives from inside.  Imagine 
a gathering of UUs in a sanctuary and the musicians 
strike up a moving tune.  Imagine, if you can, one or 

two little girls in 
tutus dancing up 
the church aisle 
and back again to 
their parents. They 
are exploring the 
music, the sanctuary, 
the distancing from 
parents, the faces 
in the crowd.  Of 
course, these girls 
are Eliana and 
Eden Abra, who so 
charmed us with 
their free dancing to 

our Sunday music.  They cannot be the first little ones 
to dance in that aisle.  And they certainly have been 
joined by more youth and adults over our history.   

When you ask a little one how they explore, they 
might pop up with, “Do you want to see my car/
creation/somersault/how I eat ‘pasghetti’?”  Or pull 
your hand to invite you to play with them right now.  
Or maybe they hand you a lined sheet with earnest 
scribbles and ask you to “Read the story please.”

Ask an older child what is new and interesting to 
explore and it now becomes more complex, with 
individuals moving in all directions, motivated by 
burgeoning interests and the social milieu scene. My 
grandchildren in middle school spend any time they 
can connecting and interacting with each other in 

creative ways.  Friendship bracelets and shooting 
baskets outside figure 
big in this age group.

Our youth have so 
many ideas and talents 
they are exploring, 
immersing themselves 
in sports, games, social 
relationships, cultural 
borders, books, and 
hands-on art.  Mirabel 
Stoutamire has used her father David’s 3-D printer 
for artistic creations.  She makes 3-D printed flower 
crowns, masks, and jewelry as a base, then adds fabric 
and paint.  Her inventory is low because Mirabel 
gives away many of her creations to her friends.   

Older youth have many talents, some well-honed. 
However, they may be unsure which way their lives 
will go in the future and so shy about talking about 
their current ways of exploring.  Soon our emerging 
adults will be out of their proverbial nests, adding 
more drama to their lives.  What will they explore 
and create next?  We love watching the unfolding and 
the sharing back with the rest of our community.

‘

Mirabel S.

Eliana and Eden A.
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SPIRITUAL REFLECTION: MYOPIA

By Debra Pr i t chard

I identify as a UU Buddhist 
and thought I was liberal 
until I lived in a developing 
country (aka the ‘3rd world’).  
I was 12 when Kennedy 
established the Peace Corps 
and vowed to serve.  I 
explored lots of life before 
I realized my dream at age 
59.  That idealized dream 
shattered with the reality of 

government and human aggrandizement, but it also 
allowed me access to the culture that I called home 
for 10 years, in the indescribable Philippine islands, 
whose culture that changed me in almost every way.

It opened my insulated and myopic American eyes 
to different realities:

Not everyone has the same idea of “success.”  
People on Palawan had the life/work balance that all 
Americans seem to seek. They seemed happy with 
a tiny fraction of American wealth. Notable because 
it was juxtaposed to the constant complaints of 
American friends and striving for more, more, more 
(for me, me, me).

Traveling to a place as a tourist reveals nearly 
nothing about the country, you discover their truth 
only after years of immersion, interaction, and trust. 

Life was to be lived, and then let go without 
drama.  Often, I seemed to be more impacted by 
death than the families – “Ma’am Debs - she had high 
blood, what did you expect?”

It showed me that we all are brainwashed into 
our own society – to follow its man-made mores and 
fit in so that the society works smoothly. 

“Ma’am Debs, is it true that in America, parents 
kick their children out at 18?”  In a country where 
family is sacrosanct and children sleep in their parents’ 
bed into their teens, this is an upsetting thought.

Debra Pritchard
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“Ma’am Debs, is it true that Americans don’t 
eat rice with every meal?”  Rice is the mainstay 
and malnutrition is rampant, as is rabies, goiter and 
club feet.  In a province where a carpenter makes 
$6 a day, the American diet and medical care are 
unimaginable – most people never see a doctor 
during their lifetime.

“Ma’am Debs, don’t get upset.”  The fabric of life 
is inter-connectedness and harmony is important.  
Just throwing up one’s hands in frustration, or 
scowling is not forgiven easily.

I am a Rip van Winkle – missing a decade of 
American “advancement.”  In the U.S people are 
detached from nature, which is integrally entwined 
with my spirituality.  Nature is groomed and we 
‘go to’ the mountains or the lake, usually bringing 
electronics and amenities with us.  There, I lived in 
the jungle with another woman and her child; no 
one would hear us if we screamed.  We did not spray 
the five types of ants that came in thousands if we 
left food out for 15 minutes – we put the food in 
the refrigerator, separated the ants out and ate the 
food.  Scorpions and cobras came and went in our 
yard; we watched where we stepped. We had no 
sewers, washing machine or oven and a propane tank 
fueled our one-burner cooktop.  The tap water had 
parasites, so we bought treated water and still got 
sick. 

It was the closest to the Source that I’ve ever 
felt, whole and content.

My next venture may be as enlightening – 
exploring my own country with new eyes.
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 UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY: INSPIRATIONAL AND INCLUSIVE

By JoAn Vaughan

More than 4200 people attended the General 
Assembly (GA), the annual meeting of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA), which was held 
virtually from June 23-27.  The theme was Circle ’Round 
for Justice, Healing, Courage. 

UUFRC participants spoke enthusiastically of 
their GA experience: Sally Mentzer summarized 
her experience: “From the initial welcome and 
remarks by the UUA National President, Rev. Susan 
Frederick-Gray, through the Ware lecture, the 
emphasis was on acknowledging the challenging 
times in which we live coupled with the ’generational 
opportunity’ for us to lean into the values of our 
faith.”

Lee Rossi was “especially inspired by the 
conviction and commitment of the various activists 
I heard speak. The discussion of classism reminded 
me that we at UUFRC need to be mindful of the way 
differences in our economic circumstances can impact 
various members of the congregation.” 

Tovis Page was also “inspired by the 
commitment the Unitarian Universalist Association 

and affiliated organizations and congregations across 
the country are making to the work of institutional 
change.  She noted, “Anti-racism/anti-oppression 
is not only external work we do outside the walls 
of our congregations through ‘Social Action,’ but 
also the internal work we do as individuals and as a 
religious community, inside our own walls.” 

  John Kim felt that “The best talks captured 
much of the connection between the personal, the 
spiritual, and the practical actions in our lives,” and 
he came away “mostly inspired to look for ways to 
bring all of these into more alignment, because they 
are deeply connected.”

Susie Idzik enjoyed the connections that 
were made at the end of each day as attendees from 
UUFRC gathered via Zoom to debrief. (See picture.)

Rev. Brian was inspired by “the profound 
shift in our religious movement to a greater 
centering of voices and leadership of the historically 
marginalized especially Black Indigenous, People of 
Color (BIPOC), queer, and disabled” and, despite 
the tediousness of some of the business meetings, 

Attendees from UUFRC attending General Assembly gathered each day to debrief and discuss. 
Clockwise: Rev. Brian Ferguson, Susie Idzik, Lee Rossi, Barbara Whiteside, Ellen Hill, Jeanne De Shazo, John Kim, Tovis Page, Sally Mentzer 

continued on next page
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he appreciated “ the extreme effort made to make 
the process fair, allow all voices to be heard, and 
respectful.”  Overall, he would like even more content 
to explore “spirituality, UU values, and UU religious 
thinking.”  He hopes our UUFRC community can 
provide powerful opportunities for effective social 
justice work and profound, 
meaningful opportunities for a 
rich, varied spiritual life.   

Each day included a 
worship service, group 
networking and caucus time, 
and general business sessions. 
Participants chose from many 
webinars offered throughout 
the day and from more than 
one hundred on-demand 
programs, available during 
GA and afterwards. Many of 
the workshops emphasized 
dismantling white supremacy 
and systemic racism. At the 
Ware Lecture on Saturday 
night, guest speakers Stacey 
Abrams and Desmond Meade addressed the critical 
importance of protecting the right to vote and 
of fighting voter suppression, especially today, as 
many states are passing restrictive voting laws that 
disproportionately affect people of color.

The 2,278 delegates represented 656 
congregations from 49 states, the District of 

 
 UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY: INSPIRATIONAL AND INCLUSIVE (continued)

By JoAn Vaughan

Columbia, Canada, Mexico, and the Philippines. Our 
delegates, John Kim and Susie Idzik, attended 
the business meetings and voted on policy issues 
and candidates for boards and committees.  John 
noted the importance of our votes, especially in such 
contentious issues as the one requiring divestment 

from companies invested in 
the Line 3 Pipeline, which 
passed with an 80% vote. 
Susie reported that this 
year three AIWs (Actions of 
Immediate Witness) passed. 
These were The COVID-19 
Pandemic: Justice. Healing, 
Courage; Defend and 
Advocate with Transgender, 
Nonbinary, and Intersex 
Communities;  Stop Voter 
Suppression and Partner 
for Voting Rights and a 
Multiracial Democracy.

To learn more about this 
year’s GA, speak to one of 
our UUFRC participants, or 

visit uuworld.org. If you would like to be involved in 
connecting UUFRC with the larger UU community, 
consider serving on the Committee for UU 
Engagement (CUUE). Reach out to Susie Idzik for 
more information at cuue@uufrc.org.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
The Finance Committee appreciated the support completing our Financial Review 
this last year from members Jason Laderman-Jones and Elaine Welch. Jason 
and Elaine donated their time and collaborated to review the files, write a summary, 
and make suggestions for improvements. In addition, they are scheduling a review for 
2019-20 soon and for 2020-21 later this year. Because of their work, we improved 
the internal control procedures for approving payments and improved how IRS 
forms are filed. 
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Erika and Eduardo Pretell celebrated their 30th 

wedding anniversary on June 8th with a family trip to 

Mendocino/Fort Bragg and Redwoods State and National 

Parks.

Orrin Cross, long-time member of UUFRC, in September 

of 2020 developed signs of dementia.  He was able to stay in 

his home with 24/7 care until March, 2021.  He transitioned 

to a memory care center in Oakland near his two daughters.  

After a few months there the family agreed he should live 

with his son in Fort Collins.  He is much happier there.

Cheri Hahn announced that she and her son have 

purchased a new house in Merced and will be moving the 

end of July.  It is a bittersweet moment for her.  Merced holds 

quite a bit of promise as it evolves and with the growth 

of the “new” UC and new medical school (Jon’s job is in 

healthcare).  Cheri shares that when she walked through the 

UUFRC doors in 2011 she found the spiritual community she 

had always wanted at the moment she needed it the most.  

She has deep gratitude for her decade with us.

Alejandra Domenzain has just had her children’s book 

published.  For All/Para Todos is a bilingual   

(English/Spanish) children’s book 

about a girl and her father who cross 

the border to this country, face 

hardships for being undocumented, 

and the girl’s journey to becoming 

an activist for workers’ rights and 

immigration reform.  You can buy 

For All/Para Todos through your local 

independent bookseller.

CIRCLE OF LIFE
In each issue, we will continue to have announcements of transitions of our members in-
cluding: marriages, births, deaths, moves, graduations, job changes, anniversaries, retirements, 
significant birthdays, or whatever else members would like to share with the community.  
Send to Sally at circleoflife@uufrc.org

We know that some of you are struggling with something which concerns you and we hold 
you in our hearts as we send you light. Please know you are welcome to reach out to your 
friends within our religious community or contact Reverend Brian if you feel this would be 

helpful. Brian’s email is ministeratuufrc@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS:

Rob Versluis and Jeanne De Shazo welcomed a new 

granddaughter, Brielle Versluis, born May 26 in Burbank, 

CA.  Also, with the pandemic 

rules lifting, Rob and Jeanne re-

connected with his brother and 

sister-in-law in Chino Hills during 

the same period.  Paul and Els had 

moved here from the Netherlands 

just as the pandemic was starting and went into immediate 

isolation so it was joyous to finally be able to be with them. 

Nancy Goodban welcomed a new 

granddaughter, Kayden Martinez, born 

June 3, 2021, in Santa Clara to her 

daughter, Sachiko Martinez and her son-

in-law, David Martinez.  Photos are from 

a Mother’s Day gathering this May.

Lori Esposito’s son and daughter-in-

law gave birth to a girl on May 22.  They named her Hope 

Lori.

Lee Rossi  thanks the assembly 

of friends--his poetry group and his 

spiritual autobiography group for 

helping him celebrate and realize “the 

terrible and unavoidable truth” that on 

June 22 he turned 75.

Kaye Bonney sold three of her paintings to a friend 

who is redecorating his business office.
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This summer there are new places to explore even in 
our own neighborhoods.  A special playspace, the Magical 
Bridge Playground, opened in Redwood City in Red 
Morton Park in December, 2020. It is an innovative and 
socially inclusive playground for people of all ages and 
abilities.  It has easy access to play equipment for those 
with physical disabilities, Braille signage, and quiet zones 
for those with sensory issues.  The Kindness Corner 
includes a large mural with kindness messages written 
by Redwood City children. Its goals clearly illustrate 
concrete ways to honor the UU principles of the 
inherent worth and dignity of every person and seeking 
justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.

One entrance to the playground is through a tunnel 
with eighteen mosaic panels depicting native California 
resources and animals. UUFRC members have 
contributed time and talent to this effort. Jane Taylor 
has put her experience as a mosaic artist to good use, 
taking a lead role in creating the mosaics in the entrance 
tunnel. She says, “I am involved in this project because I 
love the art of mosaic and I intend to put my talents into 
more public mosaic installations in the future.” Kaye 
Bonney explains, “The mosaic is an elaborate landscape 
filled with brightly-colored birds, animals, insects, fish, 
flowers, and trees living and growing along the banks of 
a river.” And Erika Pretell comments, “It gives me a 
lot of joy to know that so many children will grow up 
enjoying this colorful mural . . . It’s been fun seeing the 
project come together, one section at a time.  I can’t 
wait to see it completed, but I’ll miss it when it’s done!” 
Ellen Hill has recently begun working on it as well.

The flagship Magical Bridge Playground opened to the 
public in April, 2015, in Palo Alto. Ours, the second,  is 
sponsored by Redwood City Parks and Recreations 
Department and the Magical Bridge Playground 
Foundation. Perhaps when you visit, you’ll meet other 
UUFRC families and friends exploring the playground as 
well. 

THE BACK PAGE:  
THE MAGICAL BRIDGE PLAYGROUND: INNOVATIVE AND INCLUSIVE

By JoAn Vaughan

Erika Pretell and Jane Taylor 
and others work together to 

make mosaic tiles for 
Magical Bridge Playground


