
UUFRC January All Ages Activity:  
Hope Rocks(!) 

 

 
 
Help us welcome January 2021 as a time for hope. We'll be turning the calendar 
page on 2020, inaugurating a new president, and starting to see vaccines reach more 
and more people. For 2021, let’s share what we hope for.  

 
There's a current trend for people 
to paint rocks with messages of 
kindness and leave them in 
random places to brighten 
someone’s day. You might have 
seen them around. Maybe you’ve 
painted some yourself. On the 
left is an example of some 
decorated rocks created by a Girl 
Scout troop and left in Twin Pines 
Park in Belmont. We’re going to 
do a twist on this idea—Hope 
Rocks.  
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We’re asking you to think about your hopes for 2021:  

● Choose one hope. 
● Distill it down to one word, a short phrase, or pictures. 
● Sketch a design on paper that incorporates your words or pictures.  
● Sketch it on your rock in pencil, then paint it. 
● Bring it to UUFRC and place it on the path near the climbing tree. 

 
Ideas for hopes:  

● Friends, Fellowship, Fun... (and that’s just one letter) 
 
“How To” details 

1. Use your own rock or come to UUFRC and get one. Smooth, rounded stones 
that are about 4 inches across work well.  

2. Scrub your rock thoroughly with water and let it dry completely. 
3. Use acrylic paints. Use your own or get paints and brushes from UUFRC.  
4. If you want a painted background, paint it first and let it dry before you paint your 

words or pictures.  
5. You can also just paint your words or pictures on the rock and let the natural rock 

color be the background.  
6. Acrylic paints can be thinned with water and cleaned up with water. But, they can 

stain clothing, so a painting shirt is a good idea. You’ll want to have newspaper 
under your work surface, a cup of water for dipping and cleaning brushes, and 
paper towels available. Let colors dry between layers.  

7. When your painted rock is finished and dry, flip it over and initial the back.  
8. If you want, you can seal the rock with a sealant or varnish. (This is optional.) 
9. Take a photo of yourself with your project for the slide show. Add a close-up 

of the rock. (Horizontal photos work best.) Send them to Erika Pretell 
erika.pretell@gmail.com by Thursday, January 14.  

10.Bring your painted rock to UUFRC and place it on the path under the climbing 
tree ASAP. (Climbing the tree while you’re there is optional!) 

11.Log on for the service on Sunday, January 24, to see the slide show of the 
finished pieces.  

 
Where to find rocks, paints and brushes at the church 
As in past projects, there will be a labeled Tupperware box just outside the front 
(Brewster Street) doors of the church building with the paints and brushes inside. It will 
be there 10 am to 5 pm from Monday, January 4 throughTuesday, January 12. If 
you need access to it another time, you can text Bev Morgan 650-619-3870 and 
arrange a time to meet.  
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In the box will be acrylic paint pot strips and brushes. There are two different sets of 
colors. Please take: 1 paint strip per person, 2 brushes per person—a bigger brush 
for areas of color and a smaller one for lettering and details.  
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The rocks are in a green milk crate under the wooden bench behind the “Reader Board” 
display case that announces the services. It is next to the climbing tree.  
Please take: 1 big rock per person. (As many small ones as you want.)  
 
When you finish your painted rock, bring it back to UUFRC and place it along the path 
by the sign and near the climbing tree.  
 

 
Together our rocks will help us visualize our hopes for 2021. They will say—to everyone 
who passes by—that our doors may be closed, but our community and our spirit is 
strong. 
 
We are a place where Hope Rocks! 
 
Have fun!  
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