
Candidate Statements for Board of Trustees 
(in Alphabetical Order) 

Rob Davis 

 
I have been attending UUFRC for a year and half, and already feel a deep connection to our 
Beloved Community. As a person who is new to being a Unitarian Universalist and also 
relatively new to UUFRC, I feel I can bring an important perspective to the work of the board as 
someone who does not take being a UU for granted and someone who is also learning what it 
means to be part of this church. 
 
 I am particularly drawn to the community aspect of the church. Since joining, I have greatly 
enjoyed being a member of the choir, part of the connections committee, helping with MOCHA, 
and hosting a C-group at my home for the past 2 years. I have also participated in a number of 
other UUFRC activities, both intellectual and social. Outside of church I am a software engineer 
and work remotely for Harvard University in their IT department. I have been a software 
engineer for 30+ years. I have worked in large and small teams, both as an individual 
contributor and frequently as a team lead.   My wife Liz is also an active member of the 
church.  She serves on the Worship committee and also helps out with the technical side of 
church services.  We have two teenage children and live in Redwood City. 
  
Tovis Page 

 
I first walked through the doors of UUFRC in 2009, pregnant with my first child and looking for a 
progressive family-friendly spiritual community.  I already belonged to a Buddhist community, 
but I wanted something with more robust programming for kids and families.  I was also 
experiencing an identity crisis after deciding not to pursue the academic career for which I had 
long prepared.  Over the next couple of years, I gradually got more involved at UUFRC, first by 
joining a C-group (now called Chalice Circles) and then by teaching Religious Exploration 
classes.  My spouse George and I officially became members in 2015.  Between 2015 and 2017, I 
served as the Chair of the Children's Life Subcommittee and put my academic training in Religious 
Studies to use by writing new curricula on Hinduism and Buddhism.   



 
Simultaneously, I was discerning a vocational call to spiritual service.  I became a hospice 
volunteer and completed a yearlong course in Buddhist chaplaincy as part of this 
discernment.  With Beth Harrison, I became a founding co-chair of UUFRC's Interfaith Committee 
in 2016 and served as UUFRC's liaison to the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition for two years.  Over 
time, it became clear to me that Unitarian Universalist ministry would be a fitting vehicle for my 
hybrid spirituality and my call to spiritual service in the world.  In the Fall of 2016, I enrolled in 
Starr King School for the Ministry and became an aspirant for UU ministry, with UUFRC as my 
sponsoring congregation.  (Thank you, beloved community!)   
 
In 2017, I served on the Interim Ministry Search Committee and am still proud of the work we 
did in securing a match with Rev Gretchen, whose expertise in systems and experience in ministry 
have prepared us well for our new minister.  In 2018-2019, I completed a full-time ministerial 
internship at UU San Mateo.  As part of my internship, I also led services monthly at the lay-led 
UU Coastside Community in Half Moon Bay.  In the Fall of 2019, I returned to seminary 
coursework and also accepted a part-time job as the Program Coordinator of the Peninsula 
Solidarity Cohort, an interfaith clergy cohort that works for progressive social change in San 
Mateo County.  UUFRC has been formative for me both personally and professionally, and I 
would be honored to serve on the Board during this uncertain time in our world and this exciting 
time in the life of our congregation. 
 
Polly Ragusa 

 
My life-Iong UU journey began in Woodstock, IL where my parents were involved, involved, 
involved in our fellowship, and hence, my siblings and I were as well.  After college, my journey 
moved to Toledo, OH where I attended a fellowship for several years. A big life change took me 
to the Bay Area, and in 2012 I discovered UUFRC. (after taking up the piano again with our one 
and only, Larry Chinn) 
In April, 2013 my phone rang.  It was Rev. Julia. I thought, “Now why is Rev. Julia calling me?” 
She asked me to co-lead the Pledge Drive despite my short tenure with the fellowship. I was 
humbled and accepted, and in June I became a member – the same day Rev. Julia retired. That 
year Rev. Stephen Furrer was our interim minister, and in the 2nd year as a pledge co-leader, 
Rev. Stephanie was our minister.  When Rev. Gretchen began her three-year interim ministry, I 
was asked to co-lead the committee to support her critical three years. My leadership of this 
committee was hands-on, and as one example I was the point person for orchestrating our new 
Vision, Mission and Covenant Statements. In just seven years with UUFRC, I have had the 
privilege of working side-by-side with four ministers.  
 
My professional experience has been in Juvenile Justice, Healthcare and Technology (14 years 
with Cisco). I work with leaders and their teams to improve individual, team and organizational 
performance.  As a board member, I will bring my leadership, facilitation and organizational 
skills to support our visionary and operational pursuits. Perhaps more important, however, is 



my commitment to UUFRC and desire to actively support the next part of our journey with a 
new called minister.  We will have change, and change is in my DNA – both conceiving of what 
is needed and implementing it - with purpose and compassion for that which is most important 
to change – People. Thank you for considering my board membership.   
 
Chris Stovall  

 
 I have been a member of UUFRC for about 7 years now.  My family and I are happy to be part of 
this community.  We appreciate the opportunities, dedication, support, and fellowship we 
receive here. One of the things I like is the variety of ways to be involved. I am currently enjoying 
volunteering for the Food Distribution and being on the Communications Committee.   
 
I have enjoyed being on the Board these past 2 years, serving as Vice President. In that role, I was 
charged with starting up the Program Council during this past year. I love figuring out processes 
and connecting people together, and welcomed all the challenges, successes and fellowship it 
has brought. Being on the Board is challenging, fun, and wonderful and I welcome the 
opportunity to continue to be part of the UUFRC Board.  
 
I have a great respect for all the people of this congregation who give of their time, talent, and 
energy for the benefit of us all. 
 

Running for Member of the Committee on UU Engagement (CUUE) 
(in Alphabetical Order) 

The nominating committee has identified three people for the Denominational Affairs open 
positions. (Normally there are two vacancies, but Tanya Webster is resigning in the middle of 
her two-year term.) The candidates are: 
 

1. Peter Hartzell   
2. Julia Mogilev 
3. JoAn Vaughn 

 
 
 


