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December 2017 UUFRC Newsletter

Our Mission:    We weave a community of compassion and joy, giving us 
strength and hope.  We support the spiritual journeys we take together 

and alone.  We work to create a better world by reaching out, taking risks,  
and building relationships beyond our Fellowship. 

Sunday, December 3 at 10:30 am:                    “Surviving the Winter Holidays”   
Worship Leader:  Reverend Gretchen Woods, Worship Associate:  Joanne McMahon 
The winter holiday season is not everyone’s cup of tea - or hot toddy!  Let’s consider how that 
might be ameliorated.   

Sunday, December 10 at 10:30 am:         “Unitarian Universalists Who Created Christmas” 
Worship Leader:  Reverend Gretchen Woods, Worship Associate:  Sarah Skovlund 
You may be surprised at how deeply Unitarians and Universalists have affected the celebration of 

Christmas.   

Sunday, December 17 at 10:30 am:                   “Would You Like to Hold the Baby?”  
By Joyce Poley, led by Derby Davidson 
This familiar Nativity pageant will be performed by UUFRC adults and children. 

Thursday, December 21 at 7 pm:                       “Winter Solstice Yule Log Service” 
Worship Leaders:  Reverend Gretchen Woods, Jorie Schulz and Kathy Warne 

Sunday, December 24 at 10:30 am:                                     “One Small Face”   
Worship Leader:  Reverend Gretchen Woods,  Worship Associate:  David Vallerga 
Our children bring magic to the holidays. (Multigenerational service) 

Sunday, December 24 at 7 pm:                        “Lessons and Carols: the Magic of Christmas” 
Worship Leader:  Reverend Gretchen Woods, Worship Associate:  Jorie Schulz 

Sunday, December 31 at 10:30 pm:                                   “Touched by the Sun” 
Worship Leader:  Kai Marks, Worship Associate:  Kate Hand 
The end of the year is a powerful time to reflect on the past and to chart a course for our future 
that includes realizing dreams long held and for bringing innovative ideas and light into the 
world. And yet, often we can't do these things alone--we need the warmth of community. 
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Woods Working 
“Blessed Holy Days” 

The sudden snap of frost 
 released the last leaves from our trees; 
their lives now fully lost 
 they float so delicately freed 
and, upon landing, 

sound the crunching trumpet 
  of desiccation. 
How odd that sliding through them, 
 I am euphoric –  
  not lonely – 
as cold opens the door to holiday cheer, 
 as well as meteoric 
  roller coasters of emotion: 

sad and sympathetic  
at pain I see, 

joyous at the harmony I hear, 
quietly grateful for love 
 echoing throughout the waning year. 

May the seasons of light  
as we light fires, candles, and trees, 

seasons of love, 
 when we ponder gifts given and received, 
remind us of our own worth, 
 possibilities in others as well as ourselves, 
  and our resolve to become 
                          what we know we can be 
in the year to come. 
Blessed Holy Days to you!                                (c. G. Woods, 2010) 

Letter from the Editor: 

Hello all, due to the constrictions placed on us by the emailing system and database we 
currently use, the newsletter cannot exceed 5 megabytes. 


As a result you may notice in future newsletters that there is less blank space and smaller font.  
We might have to use the “zoom in” key a little more!  Thanks for your understanding,       

Sara Morgan, Editor
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Youth Group Event Listings for December 2017: 

12/3 (Sun) 10:30 am - 1:30 pm.  Popcorn Theology (9th-12th grade).  Movie and spiritual practice TBD (if you want a 
say in what movie we see, you should come to the previous meeting on 11/19).   Substantial snacks will be provided. 
12/10 (Sun) noon-1:00 pm.  Deep Fun (6th-8th grade).  Community-building games and coloring meditation.  
Substantial snacks will be provided. 
12/31 (Sun) 10:30 am - 1:30 pm.  Popcorn Theology (9th-12th grade).  Movie and spiritual practice TBD. Substantial 
snacks will be provided. 

From our Connections Coordinator Cindy Johnson 

In November I taught our “Getting to Know UUFRC” class.  One of the topics we covered was membership. 
I shared that “Your membership is a relationship with this church, and relationships don’t thrive without 
putting in time, energy and caring.” 

I’ve continued to think about this, and realize, of course, that you don’t have to be a member for this 
statement to be true. Each of us has a relationship with this Fellowship. Each of us is here for a reason, 
searching for something that couldn’t be found on our own, whether spiritual truths, community, social 
justice work or other reasons. 

Are you finding what you are searching for? What time, thought, and energy are you putting into this 
relationship to fulfill the reasons you are here? Sunday services are a beginning, but to go deeper takes more 
time and commitment. 

I whole-heartedly encourage you to take your journey to a deeper level by exploring and getting involved in 
that which would bring you joy here. Our mission at UUFRC is to: Weave a community of compassion and 
joy, giving us strength and hope, support the spiritual journeys we take together and alone, and to work to 
create a better world by reaching out, taking risks, and building relationships beyond our walls.  

It’s a special time to be here. Our Interim Minister, Rev. Gretchen Woods, is leading our Fellowship in 
exploring and defining who we are, and where we want to go in preparation for our next search for a settled 
minister. The work of doing this exploring also applies to our personal lives. This work is all of our work!  

Join your heart, hands and mind in the work of this Fellowship and I know you will learn about your own 
potential and what you have to offer the world, and thus to yourself and others. 

With gratitude for each of you and what you bring to this community,  Cindy  
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Summary of UUFRC Board Meeting, October 24, 2017 
from the Corresponding Secretary, Marina Rose 

Attending:  Bob Holden, Rev. Gretchen Woods, Marina Rose, David Zarubin, Anna Dyer, Steve Hill,  
David Vallerga, Lisa Conrad.  

The Search committee to replace Michael, the Child Care Provider, will consist of Lisa Conrad, Derby 
Davidson and two members of the R.E. Committee (who will be considered and approved by the Board by 
email vote). 

Donation of $200.00 approved for Michael Green as a Thank You for 15 years of service. 

Board Development day to be taught by Jan Christian is tentatively scheduled for March 3rd, pending 
enrollment from other congregations. 

New dishwasher is installed and will be made operational Monday Oct 30th.  The building committee or 
MOCA will train operators in the proper procedure for using it and they will try to discourage untrained 
people from its use. 

Quarterly “Meet the Board” – Have question or comments for the board? Come meet the board Sunday 
November 19th between 9:30 – 10:15am in the Front Lounge. 

Preliminary auction report - the auction will bring in $2500 more than anticipated! 

Gratitude & Appreciation: 
• A Big Thank You to Jen Bahr-Davidson and Jessica Roybal for a hugely successful and very fun 

Annual Auction! 
• Thanks to Ron Hansman for donating two cases of wine for our Storytelling events. 
• Thank you to Cal Sloan and John Cooney for getting our new dishwasher up and running. 
• Thanks also to Cindy Johnson and Allen Perry for advocating for our MOCA team volunteers while 

the dishwasher was out of commission. 
• Many thanks and a farewell to Dave Reese – Dave has run our AV projection every Sunday, led 

Second Sunday music for a year, sung in the choir and was also instrumental in the mobile-making 
workshop that led to the colorful mobile hanging in the sanctuary.  

WAYS TO HELP UUFRC KEEP THE LIGHTS ON 
1)  Make an annual pledge (ideal) or contribute what you can during Sunday services.  
2)  Employer match.  If yours does this for churches - take advantage. 
3)  Support fundraisers when you can. 
4)  Use Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) and designate UUFRC for an automatic donation. 
5)  Sign up at  eScrip (escrip.com), and input credit card numbers and designate "Unitarian Fellowship of        
Redwood City" for an automatic donation when you use those cards. 
6)  If you have an incoming bearing investment, you can set up income to go to your charity of choice as a 
"donor directed fund." 
     Questions?                  See Jennifer Bahr-Davidson (jbahrdavidson@gmail.com),  
Anna Dyer (annamichelle@aol.com) or Geri Kennedy (flamingogeri@gmail.com).

http://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:jbahrdavidson@gmail.com
mailto:annamichelle@aol.com
mailto:flamingogeri@gmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:jbahrdavidson@gmail.com
mailto:annamichelle@aol.com
mailto:flamingogeri@gmail.com


 

DEER FRIENDS! 
Polish your hooves!   Drape your antlers with mistletoe!  Get new batteries for your bright 
and shiny noses!   Carolyn & Curt are planning their annual Christmas OPEN HOUSE for 
Saturday, December 16.  Mosey over to 313 Lakeview Way, RWC anytime from 3 - 9 
PM.   We'll have plenty of snacky fodder for browsing and Curt’s famous eggnog.   
Call for directions: 650-400-4646. 

Looking for a few good men!   
The UUFRC choir has a good number of joyful singers, but we could really use a few   
more men.  Please consider joining us for Thursday rehearsals, 7:30 - 9:00, and singing   
two (occasionally three) services each month.  All are welcome!!  Dawn Reyen, Director   
of All Things Music 
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An Evening Outside of Our Bubble:  
Reflections on Dave and Peter's Listening Tour 

Please join David Vallerga and Peter Hartzell in conversation with John Anning about their 
recent Listening Tour to Wisconsin. 

Sunday, December 10 
7-9 pm in the Sanctuary 

Moderated discussion with John, audience questions  
Followed by Wine and (Wisconsin) Cheese refreshments 

Background: Peter and David spent three weeks in Wisconsin on a Listening Tour project.  
They interviewed over 25 people representing a range of political, religious and socio-
economic backgrounds.  They wrote about their experiences and interviews in a blog: 
listeningtour.blogspot.com.  This evening you will hear about some of their conversations, 
impressions and how this experience has widened their perspectives and helped them step 
outside of their SF Bay Area bubble.

http://listeningtour.blogspot.com/
http://listeningtour.blogspot.com/
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New Years Eve Party 
We are having our UUFRC New Years Eve Party this year!!!  It's been many years since we've had this 
great wild party.... so let's get started with planning.  Sarah Skovlund and I (Allen Perry) are co-chairs of 
this event, please contact us if you would like to participate.  We need musical acts, comedy acts, magical 
acts, skits, poetry, jugglers, anything goes! 

There will be fireworks every hour from 9 pm on till we end the party.  Great food (UUFRC famous 
potluck), great drinks (bring your own and to share).  There will be games, puzzles, and all age activities.  
This will be an event you do not want to miss.  So mark your calendar for December 31. 

Start thinking about how you would like to contribute for this fun evening. 
There will be a large sign up poster in the Social Hall in December. 

   
  Holiday Craft Fair! 

Come Support the UUFRC and Local Artists! 

                            Handmade goods by local artisans and makers! 
Jewelry, pottery, gift bags, cards, soap, fashion accessories, scarves, 

ornaments, wood crafts, food and MORE! 

         WHERE:  UUFRC                        WHEN:  December 2, 2017 from 9 am – 3 pm 

     PLEASE JOIN US!! 
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Greetings from the Board of Trustees (BoT) 
  
I am happy to share with you that we finally have a functioning dishwasher in our kitchen. Thank you to the 
many people who had a hand in getting it replaced.  For better or for worse, it was truly a community 
effort.  So, we now have both a functioning dishwasher and a newly remodeled kitchen.  Please come by and 
check it out.  Bring on the holidays! 
  
The BoT has met several times over the last couple of months to refine some strategic priorities for our 
organization.  One of these efforts is to better facilitate coordination among all the various UUFRC 
committees and to evolve the group that we now call the Council of Committee Chairs into a more 
purposeful, value-providing resource for committees and the larger UUFRC.  This is not an effort to manage 
committees, but one to provide better support and encouragement for those committees to do what those 
committees are motivated to do. 
  
Another effort is to reinvigorate our outreach and integration into the larger community.  This effort includes 
(but is not limited to) other UU churches, other religious organizations, and secular organizations in the 
area.  This may be in the form of one-to-one connections with other organizations by members of the BoT or 
support for other UUFRC committees already engaging in wider community interactions. 
  
If you are interested in helping with these initiatives or providing your ideas, please grab the ear of any of the 
BoT Members. 
  
With hope for the future and appreciation of efforts given, 
Bob Holden 
President – UUFRC Board of Trustees

December Bird Walk with Kaye Bonney 

Saturday, December 2, we’ll go out for our annual 3.5-mile bird-watching walk around the Palo Alto 
Baylands. Expect to see grebes, pelicans, egrets, herons, avocets, curlews, dowitchers, godwits, stilts, 
willets, geese, and lots and lots and lots of ducks. 

This one-way loop involves a short car-shuttle. We’ll leave some cars parked at Terminal Boulevard, just off 
the east end of San Antonio Road in Palo Alto, then carpool back along East Bayshore Road and out 
Embarcadero Road to Byxbee Hills Park. From there, we’ll start our walk along Mayfield Slough out toward 
the bay and around Adobe Creek Loop trail on the levees back to Terminal Blvd. 

Bring warm clothes (be prepared for rain, too), field guides, and binoculars. 

We’ll gather at Terminal Blvd. in Palo Alto at 9am. We’ll take our time and probably finish around noon. 
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Update from the Interfaith Committee  

Monday, January 16, 2018: Save the date for the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition’s annual 
Martin Luther King Day of Service!  Last year over 30 UUFRC volunteers, including several 
families, participated in events ranging from choral singing to tutoring to crafts and gardening. 
We also need youth or other volunteers to help with the beading project Tovis will be leading.   

Later this month, online registration to participate in a volunteer project will be available.  Please 
watch the Yahoo list for more information.  

For more information about the event, check out the PMC website at:  
http://www.peninsulamultifaith.org/upcoming-events-links/ 

Sunday, December 10: Please attend our quarterly Interfaith Committee Meeting after service at 
11:45 am in the Block Room to help us prepare for the MLK Day of Service and plan a possible 
interfaith forum and service for the spring.  We are also open to your ideas for activities and 
interfaith exchanges.  We need more participation in the committee in order to turn our ideas into 
actual events.  

Saturday, December 16 is the next food sort for Second Harvest at the Belmont Mosque. This 
event occurs monthly and serves 100 families. Our help is encouraged for set-up and food 
distribution, which runs from about 7:00am-9:30 am. The mosque is located at 621 Masonic Way 
in Belmont.  Please contact John Anning at anning.john@gmail.com for more details about this 
volunteering activity. It’s been great having UUFRC youth participate this fall! Mark your 
calendars for January 27 and February 24 as well. 

Sunday, December 18 is our next UUFRC Interfaith Committee meeting in the Back Lounge 
after service at 11:45 am.  We would love to have more people involved in interfaith activities 
and in helping to plan upcoming events.  Please join us if you can. 

Message from Tovis Page, Interfaith Committee Co-Chair:  "It has been a great privilege and 
joy to serve as UUFRC's representative to the PMC since we officially joined the Coalition in 
spring 2016.  After MLK Day 2018, I will be stepping down from this position due to changes in 
my personal schedule.   

So the role of PMC rep is waiting for one of you!  This is a fantastic opportunity to build 
relationships with neighbors from across the religious spectrum, to deepen your understanding of 
different cultures and faiths, and to join in multifaith events and service projects offered to the 
wider community.  If you would like to learn more about the role of PMC representative and 
what it involves, please contact me at tovisp@gmail.com" 

Please also feel free to contact Beth Harrison (harharbp@gmail.com), Interfaith Committee 
Co-Chair, with any questions or suggestions about interfaith activities.   
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Book Discussion Group 
Our UUFRC Book Discussion Group is a great way to read some fiction or nonfiction that you might not 
choose on your own...I’ve learned so much from the interesting talks we’ve had on a wide range of topics. 
 Just look at our line-up for this year...there are so many great books, we’re choosing far ahead!  We meet in 
the back lounge on the (usually) first Monday of each month at 7:30 pm, and everyone is welcome. Most of 
our titles are available at Kepler’s with a 20% discount. 
Our upcoming books are: 
December 4:  You’re the Only One I Can Tell: Inside the Language of Women’s Friendships by Deborah 
Tannen.   
January 8 (Note, this is the second Monday, since the first falls on New Years Day):  Middlemarch by 
George Eliot.  Yes, we read some classics, too. 
February 5:  Euphoria by Lily King. 
March 5:  Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly  
April 2:  You Don’t Have to Say You Love Me by Sherman Alexi 
May 7:  Beartown by Fredrik Backman 

Social Action Committee Update 

• Thanks to all who generously donated a total of $2,317 for November 5th’s 
Minister’s Choice Share the Plate to help the victims affected by Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico!  

• And thank you to all who joined us for the Immigration and Sanctuary Worship 
Service November 12. We heard from Adriana Guzman at Faith in Action about local 
Sanctuary and Rapid Response efforts and from Thomas Atwood, Macrina Mota, and 
Martha Ortega of Fools Mission about the impact of the accompaniment work with 
local immigrant families.  Reverend Valerie Duecker of the Congregational Church of 
San Mateo (CCSM) talked about the partnership with UUSM, together hosting two 
transgender women who are refugees from Central America.  The women are 
members of the Rainbow Caravan who turned themselves in to the Border Patrol in 
Texas seeking asylum from the violence and persecution in their home countries.  
Reverend Valerie also led us in the blessing of the Sanctuary Banner, which we will 
hang in the Social Hall above the Social Action Committee table.  And thanks to all 
who stayed for the Sharing Circle afterwards. 

• Also thanks to Debbie Mytels and the facilitators and volunteers who hosted  the “On 
the Table” potluck November 15, and facilitated discussion about local housing and 
transportation issues. 

Please come to our Social Action Committee meetings the first Sunday at noon in the Back 
Lounge.  The next meeting is December 3.  All are welcome! 



UUFRC Annual Holiday Christmas Walk & Treats 

Come one, come all of any age and join us for the Annual Christmas Walk & Treats on Sunday, 
December 10 from 5:30pm-7:30pm hosted at Greg & Sharon Gee's house  
(1975 Eucalyptus)  in San Carlos.  

Beginning at 5:30pm, we will all gather in the driveway of the Gee's house with hot cocoa and 
cider and sweet treats provided by the Youth & Family Committee. Around 6pm we will start 
walking down the street where each house is lit up for the holidays. After the walk we will meet 
back at the Gee's for more sweets and socializing. 

This is a lovely event for the whole congregation.We hope you will join us. Please contact Lori 
Longo with any questions. 
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Happy Holidays from Fools Mission! We have a lot to be 
grateful for this year. The new people who’ve appeared 
on the path have strengthened our ministry beyond 
imagination. More souls are feeling their worth. Rapid 
response teams and theatre workshops have prepared 
citizen allies to show up in witness and support when 
ICE appears in the neighborhoods. In the County 
Courthouse, charges, fines, and sentences have been 
reduced. Asylum seekers have connected with passports 
and lawyers; doctor appointments have gone more 
smoothly; insurance claims and car repairs have been 
demystified; senior citizens have avoided eviction and 
connected with low income housing. All in all, it’s been a 
pretty good year to be a fool. 

Our non-profit status has brought newfound capacities and opportunities, well beyond the ability to offer tax 
deductions for donations. Our first crowdfunding campaign has raised over $6,000 for a single Mom who has 
to support four kids while recovering from kidney transplant surgery. We applied for and received our first 
grant. We are expanding our outreach to faith congregations and individuals, and setting up a chart of 
accounts to track future grants. If you missed Giving Tuesday and would like to support our ministry, please 
visit us at http://www.foolsmission.org/donate. 

The support of the UUFRC community has been a lynchpin for us. The exemplary ministry of presence 
embodied by David Vallerga, Kaye Bonney, Bruce Knoth, Cindy Johnson, Joe Ragsdale, Aaron Castle, Pat 
Dwyer, Nathan Humphreys, and Nancy Goodban made our ministry sing. Asking your forgiveness in advance 
if I miss anyone, we’re deeply grateful for the contributions of Ellen Hill, Carolyn Chaney, Debbie Mytels, 
Marianna Tubman, Carol Cross, Belle Stafford, Veronica Palmer, Kate Hand, Julia Fankuchen, Alex and 
Danielle Stagner, Jane Taylor, Bev Spiker, Annie Tate, Beth Harrison, Peter Hartzell, and Steve Jung. You 
have truly lit the journey for us. 

As our ministry grows, we continue to take inspiration from the Way of the Fool. We strive to remain “small 
enough to be relevant.” We resolve to slow down, carve out time for reflection, and pay closer attention. 
When it starts to feel like work, we hit the Pause button, play some music, and appreciate the irony. This is the 
fool’s prescription for depression, paralysis, and despair. Instead of waiting for the system to catch up with the 
insights of mystics and sages down through the ages, we choose to live the way we think human beings ought 
to live today. When 50 or 100 people are showing up in court to support marginalized families, or in the 
streets to witness the activities of immigration officers, the system as we know it will no longer be able to 
stand.    –Thomas Atwood 

Fools Tales

http://www.foolsmission.org/donate
http://www.foolsmission.org/donate


December 2017 Calendar of Events

Save the Date:  January 20th —  Join us for pizza and fun games at UUFRC 
for all ages!  All are welcome.  Co-sponsored by the Connections Committee 
and the Youth and Families Committee. 

Dec.   2  Holiday Crafts Fair 9 - 3 pm

              Bird Walk 9 am

Dec. 17  Stand Up for Racial Injustice 3:30 pm

Dec.   3 Youth Group Popcorn Theology10:30am

             Welcome Circle 11:45 am

             Social Action Committee Noon

             Fool’s Mission Farewell Party 5 pm

Dec. 18 YCC Committee 7 pm

              Financial Committee 7 pm

Dec.  4  Book Group 7:30 pm Dec. 19  Men’s C Group 7 pm

Dec.  5  Men’s C Group 7 pm

             

Dec. 20  C Group Spirituality/Psychic 7pm

Dec.  6  C Group Spirituality/Psychic 7 pm

             Connections Committee 7 pm

Dec. 21  Yule Log Service 7 pm

              Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm

Dec.  7  Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm Dec. 23  Fools of the Round Table

              Breakfast Meeting 8 am

Dec. 10  Interfaith Committee 11:45 am

              Town Hall Meeting  Noon

              Listening Tour Interview 7-9 pm

              Holiday Lights Walk 5:30 pm

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Candle Service 7 pm

Dec. 13  Worship Committee 7 pm Dec. 26  Board of Trustees 7 pm

Dec. 14  Fool’s Mission 6:30 pm

              Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm

Dec. 27  Transition Team 7 pm

Dec. 16  Carolyn Chaney Open House 3-9 pm Dec. 31Youth Group Popcorn Theology 10:30am

              New Year’s Eve Party!
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To add a subscription to our UUFRC email group, send any message to:  uufrc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com    
For helpful info about the group (no subscription needed), send any message to:  uufrc-help@yahoogroups.com  

Subscribers can post to the group by sending your message to uufrc@yahoogroups.com 

UUFRC 

Interim Minister:  Reverend Dr. Gretchen Woods 

Administrator:  Malia Fineasi (office@uufrc.org; (650) 365-6913) 

Director of Religious Education: Derby Davidson (dreuufrc@yahoo.com; 888-6067) 

Music Director:  Dawn Reyen (dawnreyen@yahoo.com) 

Pianist: Larry Chinn (Larry_chinn@yahoo.com)  

Connections Coordinator: Cindy Johnson  

(connecting@uufrc.org; 364-4995)  

Bookkeeper: Kim Rosenmiller (rosenmillerkim@yahoo.com) 

Minister Emerita:  the Reverend Julia H. Fankuchen (julia.older54@gmail.com) 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Redwood City 
2124 Brewster Avenue 
Redwood City, CA  94062 
  

 

  Light the Journey

December 

2017 Submissions for the January issue are due Dec. 24th.   This issue of the 
RedwoodReachout is on our church website at  www.uufrc.org  under the 

“Information” tab.  If you are unable to access the church website, you may 
contact our office to request a printed copy. 

http://www.uufrc.org/
mailto:office@uufrc.org
mailto:dawnreyen@yahoo.com
mailto:rosenmillerkim@yahoo.com
mailto:julia.older54@gmail.com
mailto:office@uufrc.org
mailto:dawnreyen@yahoo.com
mailto:rosenmillerkim@yahoo.com
mailto:julia.older54@gmail.com
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